Historic Whispering Woods Hotel and Conference Center
/300 Hacks Cross Road | Olive Branch, MS 38654 |

Reception - 5:30 | Banquet - 6:30 pm.

Keynote Speaker:

State Representative Park Cannon
Geolgia House of Representatives, 58" District
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Lif y Voice and Sing

s Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty:
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the Taith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast’'ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, wé forget Thes:

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,

H True to our native land. / &
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
SPRESIDEN T e

On behalf of the DeSoto County (MS) Branch of the NAACR, it is
my distinct honor to welcome you to our 2026 Freedom Fund
Banquet. This years theme, “We the People”, calls us back to
three simple words that carry an extraordinary promise: that our
democracy belongs to all of us and that every person deserves a
voice, an opportunity, and a place in shaping our shared future.

YatﬂepmmiseaneﬂmPeophrequiresmemanmrds. It
requires vigilance, courage, participation, and action.

Across Mississippi and throughout our nation, families are
confronting challenges that reach into nearly every aspect of daily
life. The rising costs of housing, food, fuel, and utilities are placing
tremendous pressure on working families.

Questions surrounding redistricting and voting rights remind us that fair representation remains
essential to a healthy democracy. Communities continue to confront racism, inequity, and concerns
about integrity and accountability in government.

At the same time, new challenges are emerging. The rapid growth of artificial intelligence and large-
scale data centers is creating important conversations about economic development, energy demand,
water use environmental‘ impact, and who benefits when community resources are used to support

These issues may appear different, but they are connected by a fundamental question: Who gets to
participate in the decisions that shape our communities?

Our answer must remain: We the People.

For more than a century, the NAACP has worked 1o ensure that those words extend to people who
historically have been excluded from their full promise. Here in DeSoto County, we continue that work
by advocating for voting rights, educational opportunity, economic equity, environmental justice, and
equal protection under the law.

Tonight, we honor those who carried this work before us, celebrate those who labor beside us, and

invest in those who will continue it after us.

Thank you to our members, SpONSOrs, community partners, elected and appointed leaders, faith
communities, Divine Nine izations, civic organizations, businesses, and friends for joining us. Your
presence represents more than _SUPPG” for a banquet. It represents a commitment to building a
DeSoto County in which opportunity, justice, and democracy belong to everyone.

May we leave this celebration inspired not only by what has been accomplished, but also by what
remains possible when We the People stand together, speak together, serve together, and act

together.
Yours in the struggle for justice and equality.

Pastor Robert Tipton, Jr. - President
DeSoto County (MS) Branch NAACP




It is my pleasure to welcome you to the DeSoto Couny
(MSm%ramh of the NAACP's 2026 Freedom Fung
Banquet. On behalf of the Freedom Fund

Ccumﬁuee.ﬂwnkyuuformoosingmspemuisew;—mg
with us as we celebrate our accomplishments, recognize
our partners, and recommit ourselvs to the ongoing

pursuit of justice and equality.

Our theme, “We the People”, is both a declaration and a
challenge.

It reminds us that democracy is not something that
happens around us - it is something in which each of us
has a responsibility to participate. Our voices matter. Our

votes matter. Our neighborhoods matter. Our families
matter. And the decisions made in our city halls, county

: denﬁndouratlanﬂm*andmmeexpansimofm
and data centers raises new questions about ' : i
resources, ﬂuroolecﬁ\emheisasinwtantasamm "9y, water, the environment, and community

Mrs. Catherine Griggs-Watson
Freedom Fund Banquet Chair

DeSoto County (MS) Branch NAACP




FREEDOM FUND BANQUET
COMMITTEE

istor Robert Tipton, Jr.
NAACP DeSoto County (MS) Branch President

Mrs. Catherine Griggs-Watson
2026 Freedom Fund Banquet Chair

_— e ————

Seated (I-r): Cleona Yeboah, Robert Tipton, Jr., Catherine Griggs-Watson
Standing (I-r): Dr. Darrilynn Todd, Raven Robinson, Mary Robins, Shantay Walton
Eeg}aw (;f—r}: Maya Lee, Dayna Simoneaux, Rev. Dr. E. Darlene Williams




The DeSoto County (MS) Branch of the NAACP, Unit 5574, has served the community for more
than 29 years, working to advance civil and human rights and create a more equitable future for all
residents. The Annual Freedom Fund Banquet brings together members, community partners, and
supporters to celebrate progress, recognize service, and raise essential funds to sustain the
Branch’s advocacy and community programs.

In 2026, the mission of the NAACP remains as vital as ever. Communities continue to confront
challenges involving voting rights and representation, access to affordable housing and quality
health care, nising costs for basic necessities, educational equity, environmental concems, and the
continued pursuit of equal treatment under the law. The DeSoto County Branch remains committed
tohelpingmreﬂmteverypemoncanemmisammﬂandhumanﬁghtsv.riirm'discﬁminaﬁﬂn.

The Freedom Fund Banquet provides an opportunity for community members to gather, reflect,
become informed, and leave inspired to continue the work of I::uildiﬂr?g a stronger DeSoto County.

During the Banquet, three community leaders will be ' ' * to serve
ey o COMYTHNY recognized for their outstanding efforts

o Nowarhes 3l onoe i s e ehgagement and voter participation. In preparatio” b
Get Out the Vote (GOTV) eff lection, the Branch continues its voter registration, education.

working toward a future in which we?g chm engagement, the DeSoto County Branch ?ﬁ:; ﬁ



herry Mackey is one of the most influential and recognizable

ices in radm: Beloved by audiences since her 1998 debut,
her fun, engaging, and faith-filled personality has made her a
trusted companion to listeners across the country.

A proud Memphis native, Sherry attended the University of
Memphis, wfwfe she majored in Communications. A Stellar
Awatﬂ-rﬂmpated and award-winning broadcaster, she has built
an extraordinary career spanning more than 25 years as a

Director, Music Director, Moming Show Producer, Radio

5k

Personality, Public Relations Liaison, Event Planner, Influencer, E‘;‘ﬂ
and Marketing and Communications executive. =f}
SRR

L@ﬁ.Today.sheisMomWSMmemmmaofTMEaﬂymminngisePw.heam
nationwide on iHeart Custom Brands in Savannah, Jackson (MS), St. Louis, New Orieans,
Birmingham, Mobile, Montgomery, and other markets. She also hosts Hallelujah Highlights Memphis
each Saturday, celebrating local gospel artists.

Sherry has received numerous honors for excellence in broadcasting, leadership, and community
service. She was named Avidity Awards Radio Personality of the Year, has been part of a four-time
Stellar Award-winning Radio Station of the Year, and received an official "Early Moming Praise Party
wmsmwmeyoarpmdamﬁonm&mamabamsmnasmsnmedmumple
pmclamatimsa:ﬂmmunityawardsformnmpadmandoﬂﬂwair.

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital honored Sherry for her philanthropy and dedication to the
community, and she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate recognizing her professional achievements,
ministry, and community leadership.

A licensed Elder and Minister of the Gospel, Sherry is passionate about encouraging others through
God's Word. She is also a motivational speaker, writer, television host, and professional voice talent
featured in local and national advertising campaigns.

Sherry serves as Director of Creative Services for Brown Baptist Church in Southaven, Mississippi,
leading creative strategy, marketing, communications, and media initiatives. She also serves as Vice
President of MemphisGIN (Memphis Collective of Music & Arts), the Memphis chapter of the Gospel
Industry Network, and previously served on the board of the Memphis-Shelby County Schools radio
station.

While treasures every professional milastom, her greatest joy is being a devoted mother and
proud ghI:nWMa Above all, she has a genuine love for God, His people, and her community. Whether
behind a microphone, on a stage, in ministry, or serving others, Sherry Mackey continues to use her
voice, gifts, and influence to inspire, uplift, and make a difference.



State Representative Park Cannon serves the citizens of Georgia's
House District 58. The new District 58 includes a diverse cross-
section of intown Atlanta within Fulton County. Specifically,
Westview, Harris Chiles, Ashview Heights, AUC, The Villages at
Castleberry Hill, Castleberry Hill, Vine City, Downtown, Old Fourth
Ward, Inman Park, Poncey-Highland, Southwest Atlanta, Laurens
Valley, Campbeliton Rd., Adams Park, Venetian Hills, Oakland City,
Bush Mountain, and the West End. In 2021, Rep. Cannon was
named “Legislator of the Year” by the National Black Caucus of

State Legislators.

She currently serves as Secretary of the Georgia House Democratic Caucus and is assigned to six
committees: Ethics, Insurance, Public and Community Health, Creative Arts & Entertainment,
Human Relations & Aging, and Urban Affairs. A full-spectrum doula, Rep. Cannon focuses her
legislative efforts on reproductive justice and access to quality health care, housing, and education.
She seeks to address the erosion of affordability for basic needs while protecting Georgia’s most
vulnerable citizens, including women and children, the elderly, and the LGBTQIA+ community.

During previous legislative sessions, Rep. Cannon has championed legislation addressing matemal
mortality and Georgia's HIV epidemic. Working with legislators from across the state, she has
advocated for access to the HIV-preventive treatment PrEP, secured funding for HIV health

navigators at Grady Hospital, addressed housing affordability, and supported expanded protections
for victims of family violence and sexual assault. ot

Rep. Cannon attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, eaming Bachelor of Arts
degrees in Hispanic Linguistics and Linguistics with a minor in Women’s and Gender Studies. At
UNC, she was named a Camdes Award recipient and inducted into The Order of the Old Well. She
also participated in Harvard Kennedy School's Executive Education State and Local Govemment
pmgramta,bi‘;_'lt-';lﬁfﬂ she was named a Bohnett LGBTQ Leaders Fellow and studied police
accoun :

League of Women Voters, The People’s Uprising, and the NAACP. Rep. Cannon has received the
“Fresh Legislator” and “Joan Gamer Service” awards. She was also named a CALS Fellow and

Henry Toll Fellow by the Council of State Governm o : R
Commission’s Regional Leadership Institute ents and participated in the Atlanta egional

She was unlawfully arrested in March of 2021 : . to protect
voting rights and her charges were dropped as theumwuml hwmat{;hnegdc:rq ;he G'uvem s door
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EEDOM FUND BANQUET
X AWARD GALA PROGRAM

DeSoto County (MS) Branch of NAACP, Unit 5574
Freedom Fund Banquet and Award Gala
o Theme: “WE THE PEOPLE”

Saturday, October 10, 2026
: Reception: 5:30 pm | Dinner: 6:30 pm
Whispering Woods Hotel & Conference Center | 7300 Hacks Cross Road | Olive Branch, MS 38654

Introduction of Mistress of Ceremonies Shantay Walton, 2™ Vice President
Presiding Sherry Macke
Radio Personality/Award-Winning Broadcaster
Producer

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Welcome/Greetings Robert Tipton, Jr., President
Invocation Rev. Dr. E. Darlene Williams
Recognition of Special Guests Adrian Milsap, 1* Vice President
Musical Selection - Violinist Zoe Shalome Johnson (Stage Name “Avid Violin™)
Gracelyn Alexander
Blsssing of :00d Multidisciplinary Team Coordinator for I-{ealing Heart
Organization

Dinner is Served with Entertainment by Avid Violin
Reception: Cheese & Crackers, Fresh Fruit, Sweet Tea, Lemonade & Water
Banquet: Southern Fried Chicken & Grilled Salmon with Lemon Cream | Fresh Fruit Salad, Pasta Salad, Fresh

. Oven-Roasted Potatoes, Rice Pilaf | Banana Pudding, Peach Cobbler
Garden Salad | Fresh Vegelaie Moy Beverages & Dinner Rolls 3

Catherine Griggs-Watson

Introduction of the Speaker Freedom Fund Banquet Chair
Musical Selection Avid Violin
Representative Park Cannon

Keynote Speaker P Atlanta, GA, District 58
Award Presentations Shantay Walton, 2™ Vice President
Closing Remarks President Robert Tipton, Jr., President

Catherine Griggs-Watson, Chair

: Dr. Carl R. Nelson, Pastor
Closing Prayer Christ the Rock Missianag Baptist Church
live Branch, MS
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Khadijah Sheard

Sam Williams Citizenship Award:
Mayor Keidron Henderson - Walls, Mississippi

Silas Louden Lifetime Acheivement Award:
Dr. Leslie Burl McLemore

Willie James Plunkett Leadership Award:
Dr. Jevon Marshall, Antioch Missionary Baptist Church

_\-_

THE
THALHEIMER AWARD

The DeSoto County (MS) Branch

received the 3 :
Award in 2022. € 3" Place Thalheimer




TO OUR SUPPORTERS. ..

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US
IN THE FIGHT!

SILVER SPONSOR:

Huntington Bank

DeSoto Alumnae Chapter - Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated
Odum Trucking & Construction
Career Development & Training Institute, LLC



1S) Alumnae Chapter

:a Sorority, Incorporated

&

———= 2026 NAACD ——

FREEDOM FUND WE 74¢ PEOPLE

In celebration of the NAACP Freedom Fund and its_ continued
commitement to justice, equality, and opportunity for all.

e

+

2025-2027 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Genarda Wright
President

Dr. Shawn Sipp-Young
First Vice President

|
Natasha Smith
Second Vice President

i
Vonshae Evans
Third Vice President

|
Sharon Wofford
Rccﬂrding Secretary

Carla Echols

Treasurer

Regina Barnes-Ynung
Financia] Secretar}f

Dr. Allison Oliver

Currt:spunding Secretary




Pastor JeVon Marshall, PhD nYGUTUhe
i & Lady Deborah Marshall @AHTIOCHWALLS

ANTM CH EMAIL US TODAY
xS PASTORMARSHALL@ANTIOCHWALLS.COM

MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
6461 HIGHWAY 161 N » WALLS, MS - 38680




ON YOUR

ANNUAL FREEDOM FUND BANQUET
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OUR VOICE. OUR VOTE. OUR POWER.

Yo L
Your unwavering commitment continues
to uplift our community, defend our rights,
and build a legacy of justice and opportunity
for generations to come.

KEEP THE VISION. KEEP THE FIGHT. KEEP THE FAITH.

o TOGETHER, WE MOVE FORWARD.
- ﬁi““-"':gf-hﬂl‘“*f“f”ﬂ“‘ﬂd Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a Lifetime Me mphur."' TINAR

-—I_J-




DeSpto—Marshall County STRONG
eration of Democratic Women S ONGER

e COMMUNITIES.
ADVOCATE EDUCATE ENGAGE EMPOWER

7 . f1 i
Women Leading. Communities Thriving.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE
JUSTICE.
EQUALITY.

NAACP ..

FREEDOM FUND BANQUET Aol el e
==X % X

Wb Yeome i,

and more unified

community is
possible because
of people like you.

PAST % PRESENT % POSSIBLE
A STRONGER TOMORROW TOGETHER

o N

The DeSoto—Marshall County Federation of Democratic Women (DMCFDW)
is proud to support the DeSoto County NAACP and its commitment to advancing
justice, equality, civic engagement, and opportunity for all.

*

We believe our collective voice matters. Vi-'rr.:ql}i.‘llt?"u"i: our communities matter.
We believe that when WE THE PEOPLE come together,

we can create meaningful change.

Together, We Stand. Together, We Serve. Together, We Make a Difference.

ey ]

DeSoto-Marshall County
Federation of Democratic Women
Shantay Walton, President

Serving Our Communities.
Strengthening Our Voice.
Empowering Our Future.

PURPOSE PROGRESS ALWAYS

PEOPLE
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'SHANTAY WALTON, FREEDOM FUND
QUET AWARDS CHAIR & 2"’ VP,

Q _.-_SE:NATOR THERESA GILLESPIE ISOM,

& _
LOVIE WEST!




Investing in the Future Success of Community Youth

Work experiences are a great way to support high school students in
attaining their career goals and developing a sound skill-set and
foundation. Community businesses will receive exira help while youth
participants gain valuable work experiences and a monthly stipend.

...What nexte

Partner with CDTI, LLC to design a flexible work schedule.
* ldentify an employee supervisor who will allow the student-frainee to job shadow and train.

* Provide hands on work experience for the student-frainee.

Here is what you get in return...

* Curent employees will have more time to complete other job duties.
* Allows you to identify potential future talent. €D:F %
' Provide a service to the community and community youth. I

SANELN BOVELGPEANT b THAINING INSTITE TN, Lig

Visit us at- httos://cdtimidsouth.com/ or Email us at: info@cdtimidsouth.com

*In partnership with state workforce agencies and the American Dream Employment Network®
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On behalf of Christ the Rock Baptist Church,

we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the \
NAACP for all that you do. Your commitment to

justice, equality, and the

betterment of our community
does not go unnoticed. You continue to be a voice

for those who need to be heard,

and your dedication
to making a difference Inspir

es us all.
Sunday School - 8:00 a.m,

| Worship - 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study -Virtual - 6:00 p.m

MOTTO:
A Warm Hearted Church With A Warm Hearted Message!

With Gralitud,

— e .

CHRIST THE ROCK BAPTIST CHURCH
PASTOR CARL R. NELSON

AND THE CONGREGATION Q7




NTEGRITY. EQUITY. ROOTED IN DESOTO COUNTY.

A Proven Leader G

ommitted to Servi
Our Community . T e

Gwen Baptist will uphold the law with
fairness, Courage, and unwavering
réspect for every citizen. Her leadership
will bring honor and dignity to the bench.

VOTE GWEN BAPTIST FOR
DESOTO COUNTY
CHANCERY COURT JUDGE

SUBDISTRICT 17-

PN
[T

4 Baptist
-. ) forDeSoto

CHANCERY COURT JUDGE

ORDESOTO.COM
@ @



LIFELINE .

& LEARNING SOLUTIONS
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Khadijah Sheard, BSN, RN
& AHA Certified BLS Instructor

PREPARATION FOR THE MOMENTS THAT MATTER.

KC Lifeline & Learning Solutions provides nurse-led,
hands-on CPR, BLS, AED, First Aid, and health education

that goes beyond certification. We equip individuals, families, AHA BLS Renewal

AHA BLS Provider - Initial Certification

healthcare professionals, workplaces, schools, churches, and Heartsaver CPR AED
community organizations with practical skills, knowledge, and Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED
confidence to recognize emergencies, respond effectively, and Pediatric First Aid CPR AED
be prepared when every moment matters. SRR

Bloodborne Pathogens

Mobile & On-Site Training

Family & Friends CPR
.l Private 11 Training
Business, Workplace & Group Training
CPR BLS AED

FIRST AID BLOODBORNE
PATHOGENS

WwWHO WE SERVE

e m 5 A ° HANDS-ON
(ey e

TRAINIINL

ARE BUSINESSES & WAREHOUSES & SCHOOLS & CHURCHES & e Ta e IL LS
P’RHEE}FAI:.;EIEHALE WORKPLACES MANUFACTURING CHILDCARE COMMUNITY ' ‘ REAL-WORLU SR
& STUDENTS PROVIDERS ORGANIZATIONS
~ “ENCE TO RE SPON
i @ X 0 CONFIDENCI
j* FAMILIES & TATTOO/BODY-ART
PARENTS & CAREGIVERS PROFESSIONALS

EXPECTING PARENTS & OTHER APPLICABLE

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS

BOOK YOUR TRAINING ;E.'ﬁg

SAME DAY CERTIFICATION E_.

R, 901-436.9710 <] KCLIFELINELEARNINGSOLUTIONS@GMAIL.COM

. TRONGER, SAF!
COMMUNITIES
L

__//



Od 'm Trucking & Construction

What «an we build for you?

Marshall Odum, Management

New Homes, Remodel Homes
Bush Hogging, Dirt Hauling, Patios
Concrete Work, Driveways, etc.

Phone: 662-781-0516
Cell: 901-626-1617
Fax: 662-781-9007

odumconstruction(@gmail.com
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Scan the QR code
above to join today!
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

f

DeSoto County MS NAACP

©)

dcmsnaacp

Scan the QR code above to
'view the souvenir f |
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Huntington Bank

www.huntington.com

Facebook — @HuntingtonNationalBank
LinkedIn — @Huntington National Bank
Instagram - @huntingtonbank
X - @Huntington_Bank




